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CORE READING: POETRY, PLAYS and NON FICTION  

P1-2/3
                        A Curriculum for Excellence

The strategies suggested in this booklet support the following Literacy and English outcomes and experiences from A Curriculum for Excellence.
	
	                Levels

	Organisers
	Sub divisions
	Early
	First

	Reading
	Enjoyment and choice
	LIT 0-01a/LIT 0-11a / LIT 0-20a

LIT 0-01b/ LIT 0-11b
	LIT 1-11a /  2-11a

	
	Tools for reading
	ENG 0-12a/ LIT 0-13a/ Lit 0-21a
	ENG 1-12a

LIT 1-13a

	
	Finding and using Information
	LIT 0-14a
	LIT 1-14a

LIT 1-15a

	
	Understanding, analysing and evaluating
	LIT 0-07a/ LIT 0-16a/ ENG 0-17a

LIT 0-19a
	LIT 1-16a

ENG 1-17a
LIT 1-18a

ENG 1-19a

	Listening and Talking
	Enjoyment and choice
	LIT 0-01a/ LIT 0-11a/ LIT 0-20a

LIT 0-01b/ LIT 0-11b

LIT 0-01c
	LIT 1-01a/2-01a

	
	Tools for listening and talking
	LIT 0-02a/ ENG 0-03a
	LIT 1-02a

ENG 1-03a

	
	Finding and using Information
	LIT 0-04a
	LIT 1-04a

LIT 1-05a

LIT 1-06a

	
	Understanding, analysing and evaluating
	LIT 0-07a/ LIT 0-16a/ ENG 0-17a
	LIT 1-07a

LIT 1-08a

	
	Creating texts
	LIT 0-09a

LIT 0-09b/LIT 0-31a

LIT 0-10a
	LIT 1-09a

LIT 1-10a


WRITING
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 The HLP emphasises the reading into writing approach, therefore many of the Writing outcomes and experiences are also supported. Please refer to the ‘Follow up activities for core reading’ for details.
[image: image5.jpg]



CONTENTS

Non Fiction – short Books



Page 4
Non Fiction – longer books



Page 8
Non Fiction – Moving on (first level)      Page 11
Poetry








Page 14
Play scripts







Page 14
[image: image6.jpg]



   READING FOR INFORMATION

In Core Reading

To become successful readers, Pupils need to have experience of a wide variety of genres. 

As different skills are required, the teaching of Non Fiction needs to take a different approach. The following is one suggestion.


Collaborative learning underpins all aspects of the HLP and should be used during all aspects of discussion and questioning. This means the pupils are active learners as they are being asked to discuss in pairs throughout the lesson.  Two tips to help train the pupils in this – have no hands up and ask open ended questions.
SHORT NON FICTION BOOK
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Before Reading
Discuss the cover

· Genre – again justify. Look at features of Non Fiction eg use of photographs

· Title and Author (illustrator/photographer)

· Discuss subject. Ion pairs, discuss what they already know about the subject in general

· Look at contents page( if there is one) and discuss

During Reading

· Look the whole book (must be a fairly short book)

· Allow the children to see the pictures

· Discuss the pictures and read the text to the pupils

After Reading

· Relate the book to their own personal experiences

· Discuss the book generally – always justify

· What was their favourite part?

· What did they find out?

SHORT NON FICTION BOOK 
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 Pursuit of Knowledge


Collaborative learning underpins all aspects of the HLP and should be used during all aspects of discussion and questioning. This means the pupils are active learners as they are being asked to discuss in pairs throughout the lesson.  Two tips to help train the pupils in this – have no hands up and ask open ended questions.
Before Reading

· Think of alternate titles / covers

· Ask the children to recall what they found out on day 1 

During Reading

· Book is read together  

- Everyone reads at same time 

· Stop occasionally and ask a comprehension question

* If the pupil answers YES or NO then the question is too ‘skinny’

After Reading

Select and talk about part of the story

· Look in detail at one section of the book

· Ask some searching questions

· eg Why were toys not made of plastic long ago?

· What would happen if we didn’t have bin men?

· Why do you think we should recycle paper? 

SHORT NON FICTION BOOK 
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 Author’s use of language


Collaborative learning underpins all aspects of the HLP and should be used during all aspects of discussion and questioning. This means the pupils are active learners as they are being asked to discuss in pairs throughout the lesson.  Two tips to help train the pupils in this – have no hands up and ask open ended questions.
Before Reading

· Recall any tricky words for meaning and discuss

During Reading and After Reading

· Ask a child at random to read a page/pages

· After each child ask a question related to the text

- eg How many sentences on page 6? – justify

- Why has ‘Scotland’ got a capital letter ?

- Why is the word ‘monkey’ written in bold?

- What is the title of page 4?

- What does the diagram on page 7 tell us?

- What does the caption say under the photograph on page 2?

- On page 5, which word means …

- Why is there a ! on page 6. What is it called?

- Draw a question mark in the air and find one on page 8 

- How could you join the two sentences on P4 ?

SHORT NON FICTION BOOK 
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Before Reading

· Ask the pupils to tell a partner what they have found out from the book. Each pupil then shares one fact with the group and teacher, remembering not to repeat what someone else has said.
During Reading

· Within their group, the children take turn to read the book aloud -
- To the teacher or

- Onto a tape or

- In pairs/trios or

- ask the pupils to read the whole book silently

After Reading - 

· Self/peer assessment and Evaluation

· What did they like about their own/partner’s reading ?

· How could they make it better ?

LONGER NON FICTION BOOK
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Collaborative learning underpins all aspects of the HLP and should be used during all aspects of discussion and questioning. This means the pupils are active learners as they are being asked to discuss in pairs throughout the lesson.  Two tips to help train the pupils in this – have no hands up and ask open ended questions.
Before Reading

Discuss the cover

· Genre – again justify. Look at features of Non Fiction eg use of photographs

· Title and Author (illustrator/photographer)

· Discuss subject. Discuss what they already know about the subject in general. This could be done in pairs.

· Look at contents page and discuss

During Reading

· Look at the first section as indicated in the contents page

· Allow the children to see the pictures

· Discuss the pictures and read the text to the pupils

· Ask the pupils to read the same section together as a group, led by the teacher. (Everyone reads at same time)
After Reading

· Discuss the section generally – always justify

· Discuss any tricky words and their meanings 

· Ask a few questions to check their understanding of what has been read.

· Close the book and ask them to discuss in pairs what they have found out. 

LONGER NON FICTION BOOK 
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Collaborative learning underpins all aspects of the HLP and should be used during all aspects of discussion and questioning. This means the pupils are active learners as they are being asked to discuss in pairs throughout the lesson.  Two tips to help train the pupils in this – have no hands up and ask open ended questions.
Before Reading

· In pairs, ask the children to recall what they found out on the previous day

· Select one or two words to recap on their meanings 

During Reading

· Ask the pupils to read the previous day’s section aloud, either in pairs or randomly around the group.

· Look at the Next section as indicated in the contents page

· Allow the children to see the pictures

· Discuss the pictures and read the text to the pupils
· Ask the pupils to read the section together as a group, led by the teacher. (Everyone reads at same time)

After Reading

· Discuss the section generally – always justify

· Discuss any tricky words and their meanings 

· Ask a few questions to check their understanding of what has been read.
· Close the book and ask them to discuss in pairs what they have found out.
· Pupils could think up one or two questions to ask the group or in a pair.
LONGER NON FICTION BOOK 
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Collaborative learning underpins all aspects of the HLP and should be used during all aspects of discussion and questioning. This means the pupils are active learners as they are being asked to discuss in pairs throughout the lesson.  Two tips to help train the pupils in this – have no hands up and ask open ended questions.
Before Reading

· In pairs, ask the children to recall what they found out on the previous day

· Select one or two words to recap on their meanings 

During Reading

· Ask the pupils to read the previous day’s section aloud, either in pairs or randomly around the group.

After Reading - 

· Self/peer assessment and Evaluation

-  What did they like about their own/partner’s reading ?

· How could they make it better ?

· Ask the pupils to tell a partner what they have found out from the whole book. Each pupil then shares one fact with the group and teacher, remembering not to repeat what someone else has said.
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READING FOR INFORMATION

In Core Reading

MOVING ON WITH READING


As pupils gain experience in first level, they should be given opportunities to read a long and unfamiliar Non Fiction text, decode it and answer a series of comprehension questions. By the time they are half way through first level, pupils need to have had experience of reading non Fiction texts, independently.
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 Independent Session  

Before Reading – with a partner

Discuss the cover

· Genre – again justify. Look at features of Non Fiction eg use of photographs

· Title and Author (illustrator/photographer)

· Discuss subject. Discuss what they already know about the subject in general. 

· Discuss what they might find out.

· Look at contents page and discuss

During Reading

· Look at the first section as indicated in the contents page

· Read the first section silently. This is a solo read.
· Write down any unfamiliar words on a whiteboard/jotter

· Read the same section in pairs out loud. 

After Reading

· Pairs discuss the section generally – always justifying

· Pairs discuss and clarify any tricky words noted on their whiteboards 

· Pairs ask each other a few questions to check their understanding of what has been read.













MOVING ON WITH READING (Non – Fiction)
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EITHER INDEPENDENT OR TEACHER LED

Before Reading (with Teacher or in pairs)
· Ask the children to recall what they found out on the previous day

· Select one or two words to recap on their meanings 

During Reading (with the Teacher)

· Ask the pupils to read the previous day’s section aloud, randomly around the group.

· Look at the next section as indicated in the contents page

· Allow the children to see the pictures

· Discuss the pictures and read the text to the pupils discussing any tricky words.
· Ask the pupils to read the section together as a group, led by the teacher. (Everyone reads at same time)

During Reading (with a partner)

· Look at the next section as indicated in the contents page

· Read this section silently. This is a solo read.
· Write down any unfamiliar words on a whiteboard/jotter

· Read the same section in pairs out loud. 

After Reading (with Teacher or in Pairs)

· Discuss the section generally – always justify

· Discuss any tricky words and their meanings 

· Ask a few questions to check their understanding of what has been read or pairs could think up one or two questions to ask each other.
MOVING ON WITH READING (Non Fiction)
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Before Reading

· Ask the children to recall what they found out on the previous day

· Select one or two words to recap on their meanings 

During Reading

· Ask the pupils to read the previous day’s section aloud, either in pairs or randomly around the group.

After Reading - 

· Self/peer assessment and Evaluation

-  What did they like about their own/partner’s reading ?

· How could they make it better ?

· Ask the pupils to tell a partner what they have found out from the book. Each pupil then shares one fact with the group and teacher, remembering not to repeat what someone else has said.
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USING POETRY BOOKS

In Core Reading

Poetry books as part of the pupils’ core Reading could be used in a very similar way to Non Fiction.

 including

· Pupils should discuss the features of the genre

· Tricky words discussed

A few differences may include 

· Looking at aspects of Writer’s craft eg rhyme, effective phrases

· Comparing two poems – differences/similarities

· Performing poem aloud for class as a group

· Relating it to personal experiences
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USING PLAY SCRIPTS

In Core Reading

Play scripts are best used after the pupils have become familiar with the story through the corresponding fiction book. If the play is unfamiliar, the teacher should tell the story before any attempt is made to read it in parts as a play. 

· Pupils should discuss the features of the genre

· Play should be split into scenes/acts

· Tricky words discussed

· Pupils take on character parts to read the play. This needs to be led by the teacher/support staff 
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